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AP Associatec

By LIUDAS DAPKUS, Associated Press Writer
Tue May 23, 8:42 AM ET

VILNIUS, Lithuania - Lithuanian police were so astonished when they pulled over a truck
driver and his breathalyzer test registered 18 times the legal alcohol limit, they thought th
testing device must be broken. It wasn't.

Police said Tuesday 41-year-old
Vidmantas Sungaila registered 7.27
grams per liter of alcohol in his blood
repeatedly on different devices when
he was pulled over for driving his truck
down the center of a two-lane highway
60 miles from the capital, Vilnius on
Saturday.

Lithuania's legal limit is 0.4 grams per
liter.

"This guy should have been lying
dead, but he was still driving. It must
be an unofficial national record,"
Saulius Skvernelis, the director of the
national police traffic control service,
told the AP. "He was of high spirits and grinning the whole time he was questioned."”

Medical experts say anything above 3.5 grams per liter of alcohol in the blood is lethal fo
most people.

"A person this intoxicated should be in an intensive care unit, not behind the wheel," said
Tautvydas Zikaras, head of the dependence illness center in the country's second-larges
Kaunas. Zikaras said he had never heard or read of someone being so drunk.

Sungaila, who was slapped with a 3,000 litas ($1,110) fine and the loss of his license for
three years, told police he had been drinking the night before and tried to freshen up by
downing a pint of beer for breakfast.

Lithuania has one of the worst road safety records in the European Union . Last year,
people died in traffic accidents in this country of 3.5 million residents. Most were alcohol-
related.

Email Story IM Story Discuss Printable View

Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - M

5/23/2006



Driver Has 18 Times Legal Alcohol Limit - Yahoo! News

RECOMMEND THIS STORY

Recommend lt: Average (132 votes)

Yook

Page 2 of 2

» Recommended Stories

Full Coverage: Alcohol and Alcoholism

OFF THE WIRES

Artificial sweeteners speed alcohol into
blood Reuters, 39 minutes ago

Frat, Sorority Members at High Alcohol-
Linked Injury Risk HealthDay, Sat May 20, 11:53
PM ET

NEWS STORIES

News Properties Maintainence Web Tool =
, May 23

Frat, Sorority Members at High Alcohol-
Linked Injury Risk HealthDay via Yahoo! News,
May 21

Odd News

Zoo apes have taste for red wine Reuters

Well, just as long as they're not going
overboard Reuters

Qatari pays $2.75 min for mobile phone
number Reuters

New taxpayers' association says be happy
Reuters

Irish Eurovision victory message hits false
note Reuters

All News & Blogs

FEATURE ARTICLES

Estonians prefer amber nectar to milk AFP
via Yahoo! News, May 12

Drinking Problem? Try Drugs = at wired
News, Apr 19

OPINION & EDITORIALS

Enforce existing drunken-driving laws = at
USATODAY.com, Apr 28

The glass is half empty ¥ at The Guardian
(UK)., Apr 19

Most Viewed: Odd News

Qatari pays $2.75 miIn for mobile phone
number Reuters

British mothers hooked on
"powerpramming" Reuters

U.S. man seeks $1.6 min in dead dog suit
Reuters

Zoo apes have taste for red wine Reuters

Police Get Calls About Bikinis, TV Remotes
AP

Advanced

Home | U.S| Business | World | Entertainment | Sports | Tech | Politics | Science | Health | Travel | Most Popular | Odd News | Opinic

Copyright © 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadc
rewritten or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Associated Press.

Copyright © 2006 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Questions or Comments
Privacy Policy -Terms of Service - Copyright/IP Policy - Ad Feedback

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060523/ap on fe st/lithuania record drink driver 5/23/2006



